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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner 20 1997 PR

Federal Communications Commission Federal ¢ ~ = 7

1919 M Street NW, Room 844 %’;’;mr;gﬁags Commissiop B

Washington, DC 20554 Secretary =

Dear Commissioner Ness:

As a Pennsylvania Intermediate Unit Executive Director, I would like to thank you for

your dedication in ensuring that all school districts and education consortia will have affordable
access to the Information Superhighway.

The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint Board decision will guarantee
that all school districts will have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide
distance learning opportunities. The $2.25 billion a year will address the needs of all of our
schools, and importantly, the plan will bring services directly to the classroom where students
learn. Your inclusion of internet classroom connections is vital. This plan is essential for
preparing the workforce of tomorrow.

ARIN Intermediate Unit 28 serves as an Internet Service Provider to our local districts,
vocational-technical schools, and public libraries (as do many of our sister Intermediate Units
across the Commonwealth). Even though we provide these services at well below market rates,
there are many institutions in our rural area that simply cannot afford Internet connectivity. The

discounts provided in the Telecommunications Act will enable them to establish these desperately
needed connections.

Our students need deep discounts for telecommunications services this year. Iurge you to
fully support the Joint Board’s discount plan for universal service for schools. Thank you.

Sincerely,

T¥

Thomas P. Carey, Ed. NG. of Capies rec'd 0
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Dr. Thomas P. Carey, Executive Director, ARIN IU 28, Route 422 East, P.O. Box 175, Shelocta, PA 15774-0175
412-463-5300 + 412-463-5315 Fax
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Dear Commissioner Ne¢ss:

It is our understanding jhat the Federal Communications Commission is scheduled to vote this

week to adopt regulatiﬁins governing “universal service” policies as part of the implementation of
the Telccommunicatio+ Act of 1996.

The universal service golicies of the Act mandate that the FCC direct telecommunication rate
subsidies to schools, libraries and rura] health providers. In the case of health care, the FCC must
make telecommunicatipn rates for eligible health care providers comparable to
telecommunications rates for similar services in urban areas.

The goal of this provisfon is to lessen the difference between the quality of health care services
available in urban area$ and those in rural areas, many of which suffer from a lack of health care
resources and access tq medical professionals, as well as the burden of being at greater distances
from advanced medicaj technology and treatrnent facilities.

We feel that “telehealth” has the potential to help our member hospitals and health systems
improve the quality andl lessen the cost of health care delivery in rural areas. That’s why we hope
to help keep the telecommunications costs for our facilities as low as possible by adopting the
following policy positipns related to universal service provisions:

*Universal serviice should support distance charges.
*Universal service should support toll-free connections to the Internet

Thank you for your immediate consideration and support on this issue. IfI can provide
additional information,| or be of assistance in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,
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Dear Conpuissioner Ness;

it is our understanding that the Federal Communications Commission Is scheduled 10 vote thiis week to
adopt regulations governing “universal seivice” policies as part of thc implementation of the
Teleconnnuuication Act of 1996,

The universal service policies of the Act mandate that the FCC direci (clecommunication rate subsidics
tn schools, libraries and rural health providers. I e case of health care, the FCC must moke
telecommmunication rates for cligible health carc providers comparable to telccommunications rates for
similar services in urban areos.

The goal of this provision is to lessen the differcnce between the quality of licalth care services available
in urban areas and those in rural arcas, many of which suffer from a lack of health care resources and
auuess 10 medical professionals, as well as the burden of being at greater distances from advanced medical
technology and treatment facilities.

We teel that "felehealth” has the potential s lielp our member hospitals and health systems improve the
quality and lessen the cost of health carc delivery in rural areas, That’s why we hope (o help keep the

telecommunications costs for our facilities as low as possible by adopting the following policy positions
related to universal service provisions:

» Universal service should support distance charges,

* Universal servire shauld support 10))-free connections 1o the Ineruct.

Thank you for your immediate consideration and support on this issue. ([f | can provide additional
information, or he of assistance in any way, please do not hesitate 1o contact me.
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Dear Commissioner Ness:

It is our understanding that the Federal Communications
Commission is scheduled to wvote this week to adopt regulations
governing “"universal service" policies as part of the
implementation of the Telecommunication Act of 1996.

The universal service policies of the Act mandate that the FCC
direct telecommunication rate subsidies to schools, libraries and
rural health providers. 1In the case of health care, the FCC must
make telecommunication rates for eligible health care providers
comparable to telecommunications rates for similar services in
urban areas.

The goal of this provision is to lessen the difference between
the quality of health care services available in urban areas and
those in rural areas, many of which suffer from a lack of health
care resources and access to medical professionals, as well as the
burden of being at greater distances from advanced medical
technology and treatment facilities.

We feel that "telehealth" has the potential to help our member
hospitals and health systems improve the quality and lessen the
cost of health care delivery in rural areas. That’s why we hope to
keep the telecommunications costs for our facilities as low as
possible by adopting the following policy positions related to
universal service provisions:

l. Universal service should support distance charges.
2. Universal service should support toll-free connection
to the Internet.

Thank you for your immediate consideration and support on this
issue. If I can provide additional information or be of assistance
in any way, please do not hesitate to contact me.

A
OBERT L. CROOK
dministrator

RLC/cb
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The Honorable Susan Ness, Commissioner
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W. Room 844
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Commissioner Ness,

I am the Superintendent of Maine's largest school district in the State with 8,300
students. I want to thank you for your consideration of action that all schools have

affordable access to the Internet and are provided with opportunities for distance-
learning.

In a rural state like Maine, these technological opportunities provide an important
element in educational equity. The Telecommunications Act and the Federal-State Joint
Board Discount Plan will guarantee that even the poorest or the most rural schools will
have the opportunity to connect to the Internet and provide for distance-learning
opportunities. The approval of this Act will address the needs of all our schools, and
more importantly, the plan will ensure direct services to the classrooms where students
learn. The inclusion of the internal classroom connections discount is imperative to

provide equitable educational opportunities for students, regardless of where their
family resides.

This plan is essential for preparing our students for their future and I urge the FCC to

fully support the Joint Board's discount plan for universal service for schools and
libraries.

Sincerely, - »
Mary jane cCalmon
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There is positive excitement in our school and school district about having access to the
Information Superhighway, and using it as a tool to help all children become successful

life long learners. I appreciate your committed and dedicated efforts towards the
implementation of the affordable E-Rate.

The potential for telecommunication learning and Internet connectivity made available
through the Telecommunications Act and the Federal State Joint Board discount plan will
ensure that all children have the opportunity to have quality experiences with technology.
The funding at its current level will substantially support our school’s initiatives and
enhance the provision of services in the classroom where technology can be infused into
the curriculum and be readily available to all students. Educating children for the 21%

century will become a reality in direct proportion to the availability of internal classroom
connections.

Our technology plan, which emphasizes technology as a valuable resource in teaching
and learning and a process for bringing unlimited learning possibilities to students, need
the significant discounts for telecommunications services this year. Our schools and
libraries must have the FCC to completely support the Joint Board’s discount plan for
universal service, as without the discount, the cost will prohibit the level of Internet and

telecommunication usage required to develop the technology proficiencies of the students
and staff.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Frankie Middleton
Principal No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCDE
Cc: file
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Susan Ness, Commissioner ~ R

Federal Communications Commission ECE ] VED
1919 M St. NW, Room 832 MAY
Washington, D.C. 20054 2 0

Dear Commissioner Ness: Offige g a1, 5

I write in support of meaningful discounts on telecommunications services for schools
and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have access to the world
of information technology. The Telecommunications Act - through its Universal Service
Fund provisions - mandates the development of special discount rates for all schools and
libraries so that they can secure services at affordable prices.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving
learning, sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all our nation's
people. Affordable access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that
our children and life-learners can connect with the technology they would need to
compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Advanced telecommunications services in
the classroom will also create in formed and skilled consumers of new technology well
into the 21st century. As Of now our school system is unable to afford Internet
capabilities to extend actess to each tlassroom. Our local telephone company has been
reluctant to give our schools reduced rates. We would like for our students to have the
same opportunities that are afforded to students in more affluent areas. Without the
passage of the Telecommunications Act, there is very little hope that we will ever be able
to provide this opportunity.

Last November, the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service sent to the Federal
Communications Commission (FCC) a set of recommendations for implementing the
Universal Service Fund provisions related to the schools and libraries. These
recommendations would give our learning institutions significant discounts on all
services that are commercially available, with deeper discounts for those schools and
libraries least able to pay and more expensive to service. All schools would get discounts
on connections to classrooms and Internet connectivity, both of which are essential to
providing the most advanced learning opportunities to the greatest number of students.

I urge your support for the Joint Board's recommmendations. Taken as a whole, they will
provide affordable discounts for a full range of services needed to meet each
community's diverse needs. Most importantly, these provisions, if adopted by the FCC,
will make advanced technology for learning available to all Americans.

No. of Copies rec'd____o_______
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| understand that the Federal Communications Commission is voting this week to
adopt reguiations to govern “universal service” policies as part of the implementation of
the Telecommunication Act of 1996. | further understand that the Act mandates that the
FCC direct telecommunication rate subsidies to rural health care providers, amongst
others.

This subsidy for rural health care providers is essential to the continuing
integration of our health care system--it allows these rural heaith providers easy
electronic access to resources and professionals that they otherwise could not obtain.

Because of the importance of this issue, | urge you to support universal service that:
a) supports distance charges, and

b) supports toll-free connections to the Internet.
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